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GRADUATION AND TRANSITION SERVICES POLICY FOR STUDENTS 
WITH DISABILITIES UNDER THE  

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT (IDEA) 
 
Jackson Public School Distri ct student s with disabi l i t i es and thei r pare nt s/guardi ans sh al l be 
given the opti on of the s tudent ’s worki n g tow ar d a gener al edu cat i on hi gh s chool dipl om a, an 
occupat i onal dipl om a, or a cert i fi c at e of compl et i on. This deci s i on will be consi de red at the 
student ’s Indivi dual Educat i on Plan (IEP) meeti ng prior to his/her enteri n g the nint h gr ade. T he 
IEP shall there aft er re fl e ct the opti on select ed b y the par ent s and the student s with disabi l i t i es 
and shal l speci f y wh et he r the student is seeki n g a high school dipl om a, an occupat i onal dipl om a, 
or a cert i fi cat e of compl et i on . When consi deri ng the occupat i onal dipl om a as an opti on, the IEP 
Committ ee must incl ude a school couns el or.  If there is a need for ch an ge, the deci s i on ma y be 
revers ed.  
 
Student s with disabi l i t i es will be issued a re gul ar educat i on hi gh school di pl om a, an occup at i onal 
dipl om a or a cert i fi cat e o f compl et i on as foll ows:  
 
1. Student s pursui ng a re gul ar educ at i on high sch ool dipl om a must meet the requi r em ent s set  
fort h b y the State Board of Educat i on and th e Jackson Public School Distr i ct. Special educat i on 
and rel at ed se rvi ces wil l  be provi ded to assi s t a student in re achi n g th is goal b ased on the 
student ’s IEP.  
 
2. Student s who choos e the occupat i onal dipl om a will be requi red to compl et e the crit eri a as 
desi gnat ed in the occup a t i onal dipl om a curri cul um requi rem ent s as outl i ned b y th e State Board 
of Educat i on app roved poli c y (on file in the Mississippi Depart m ent of Educat i on’s Office o f 
Special Educat i on).   
 

4. Transi t i on servi c es wi ll be provi ded b ased on each stude nt ’s pre fer enc es and inter es t s, his or 
her IEP and the plann ed outcom es for post -secon dar y act i vi t i es speci fi c to the student. Transi t i on 
servi ces ma y incl ud e: - 
  

• Instru ct i on in funct i onal acad em i cs; 
• Communi t y ex peri en ces;  
• Adult livi ng; 
• Emplo ym ent skil l s; 
• Relates servi c es; and  
• If approp ri at e, dail y livi ng skil l s and a fun ct i onal vocat i onal eval uat i on.  

 
5. Options for ex it i ng h igh s chool will be disc us s ed at th e annu al IEP meetin g; how ever, a 
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