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GIFTED EDUCATION PROGRAM  
 
 

In compliance with Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) gifted regulations and state mandate, 
the Jackson Public School District (JPSD�����³�$�O�S�K�D�´���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���I�R�U���L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���J�L�I�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�V���D�Q��
�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J�V����The curriculum incorporates both 
group and individual strategies focusing on thinking skills, creativity, information literacy, 
communication skills, affective skills, and success skills. Services for intellectually gifted students in 
grades two through six are provided by a teacher with gifted endorsement.  
 
In second through fifth grade, intellectually gifted students are served 270 minutes per week in a pull-
out gifted program. In sixth grade, the intellectually gifted students are served 240 minutes per week in a 
�³�R�Q�H-�F�O�D�V�V���S�H�U�L�R�G���S�H�U���G�D�\�´���J�L�I�W�H�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���E�H�O�O���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�����-�3�6D gifted students spend the 
rest of their school week in general education classes. At no time are the gifted education students 
denied the opportunity to attend activity or elective courses due to time spent in gifted classes. 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of the gifted education program is to identify and serve intellectually gifted students a 
qualitatively differentiated curriculum and services that meet the unique cognitive, social, and 
emotional needs of gifted students not available in the regular classroom. 
 
MDE DEFINITION  
�7�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���³Intellectually Gifted Children�  ́�D�Q�G���³Gifted Education Programs�´���D�V��
follows: 
 

�³�,�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���*�L�I�W�H�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�´���V�K�D�O�O���P�H�D�Q���W�K�R�V�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���\�R�X�W�K���Z�K�R���D�U�H found  
to have an exceptionally high degree of intelligence as documented through the  
identification process.

 

 
intellectually gifted children in grades 2-���������«���L�Q���W�K�H��public elementary and secondary  
schools of this state.  Such programs shall be designed to meet the individual needs of  
gifted children and shall be in addition to and different from the regular program of  
�L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���´ 

 
Although the State of Mississippi recognizes permissive programming for academically gifted students 
in grades 9-12; artistically gifted children in grades 2-12; and creatively gifted children in grades 2-12, 
only intellectually gifted programs in grades 2-6 are mandated by law.  Jackson Public School District 
offers the program for intellectually gifted children in the mandated grades 2-6. 
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Referral must include documentation of three of the following:  
1. A group measure of intelligence administered within the past twelve (12) months with a 

minimum score at or above the 90th percentile;  
2. Published measure of characteristics of giftedness at the superior range;  
3. Published measure of creativity at the superior range;  
4. Published measure of leadership at the superior range;  
5. A score at or above the 90th percentile on total language, total math, total reading, total science, 

total social studies or the composite on a normed achievement test;  
6. A score at or above the 90th percentile on a normed measure of cognitive abilities;  
7. A score at or above the 90th percentile on an existing measure of individual intelligence 

administered within the past twelve (12) months; and/or  
8. Other measures that are documented in the research on identification of intellectually gifted 

students and approved by the MDE on the Jackson Public School District Gifted Education 
Program Proposal. 

 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  
If a student meets criteria for referral, the Gifted LSC will recommend individual assessment to 
�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���D�Q���³�,�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���*�L�I�W�H�G�´���U�X�O�L�Q�J�����:�U�L�W�W�H�Q���S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���P�X�V�W���E�H��
obtained before any individual testing is initiated. The individual test of intelligence shall be 
administered by a licensed examiner. In no case will the examiner be related to the student being tested.  
 
The student must meet identification criteria as approved by the MDE at or above the 91st percentile 
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placement. If the committee determines that the student is failing to make progress, the student may be 
placed on probation for the next 9-weeks term. Parents shall be included in the process and notified in 
writing of all actions taken by the committee. Documentation of all decisions and actions will be 
collected and maintained in LSC minutes. 
 
�,�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���J�L�I�W�H�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G��period, the 
student may be removed from the program. If the parents are not in agreement with the school-based 
committee decision to remove the student from the gifted program, they may present their concerns, 
orally or in writing, to the principal of the school. The principal and parents will attempt to resolve the 
matter informally. 
 
PARENT APPEALS AND HEARING S    
Should the parents of a student in the gifted program not agree to the removal of the student from the 
program, JPSD shall grant the parents a hearing in accordance with the Student Complaint Policy JCQ 
which prescribes the procedure for how this hearing will be conducted and how the lack of agreement 
will be resolved. The Superintendent is authorized to promulgate further procedures to implement this 
policy. 
 
REINSTATEMENT PROCEDURES  
Students will be considered for reinstatement in gifted program 


